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UPDATED INTRODUCTION TO READING: Parts A and B, for states other than California
=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  [ Part A - First Reader] =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  = =  =  
We gather today to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the 54th anniversary of his tragic and untimely assassination, and the 55th anniversary of his prophetic speech, “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence.” We are here to call for an end to all wars and occupations around the world, an end to militarization of police in communities across the country, an end to gun violence, and an end to White nationalism, racism, xenophobia, islamophobia, anti-Semitism, sexism, homophobia, and gender identity oppression in our society. We are here to call instead for the redirection of resources from the industries of violence to providing for the wellbeing of all people everywhere and preservation of our endangered environment.  
As Bishop William J. Barber II and Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, Co-chairs of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival warned in their February 25 statement:   
“We are watching a war unfold with Russia’s attack on Ukraine that has huge ramifications for the entire world, especially the poor. As always is the case with war and violence, poor and low-income people lose the most. In a war over geopolitics and oil, poor people become pawns as autocrats play dangerous and deadly games. This act of war is in part the result of a Christian nationalist project developed by Vladimir Putin and supported by the likes of Donald Trump and his followers. With the invoking of nuclear weapons, this reckless attack could lead to global disaster.” 
The United States is by far the world’s biggest military spender. In 2020 the U.S. accounted for 39% of global military spending, about 2-1/2 times as much as China and Russia combined.
 
Military spending accounts for more than half of the federal discretionary budget. The March 9, 2022, bipartisan budget deal to fund the federal government for Fiscal Year 2022 provides $730 billion in discretionary domestic spending vs. $782 billion for the military and war.
 
The U.S. maintains about 750 military bases in at least 80 countries around the world and has some 173,000 troops deployed in 159 countries.

Even if the current crisis brings no wider war, the end of hostilities will bring a world much changed. The response from those who rule in all the most powerful states likely will be more arms racing. A campaign for more arms spending and forward deployment of military forces already is underway in the United States and Europe. This will only harden the confrontation between the governments of the U.S. and NATO not only with that of Russia but with the government of China, increasing the risk of war among nuclear-armed countries. For decades we have seen deepening inequality and injustice at home and intensifying confrontations abroad. Throwing more state violence at social and political problems has an unbroken record of failure.  It is time to seek a different path.

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  = [Part B – Second Reader] =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  = =  =  =
The Ukraine crisis acutely reminds us that approximately 90 percent of all nuclear warheads are owned by Russia and the United States, who each have around 4,000 warheads in their military stockpiles.
 Over the next 30 years, the United States plans to spend more than $2 trillion on its nuclear arsenal and supporting infrastructure, upgrading its nuclear bombs and warheads and the bombers, missiles and submarines that deliver them.

Yet, before the pandemic 140 million Americans were living in poverty or one emergency away from economic ruin. That’s 43% of the nation and 52% of its children.
  How can this be acceptable in the richest country in history?
In his “Beyond Vietnam” speech, Dr. King declared: “A nation that continues year after year to spend more on military defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death.”

When Dr. King gave this speech, the United States was embroiled in the Vietnam War. The country was in turmoil as peace activists resisted the draft, and anti-war and civil rights protesters took to the streets. King’s speech laid bare the relationship between U.S. wars abroad and the racism and poverty being challenged by the civil rights movement at home. And it was controversial in some parts of the civil rights movement.
On this day of remembrance honoring Dr. King, we call on our country to reverse course and turn towards humanity, law, and decency. We honor the full legacy of Dr. King’s work opposing militarism, racism, and poverty - the “axis of evil” in the struggle for peace and justice.

The Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival, has picked up Dr. King’s unfinished work, weaving the interlocking injustices of systemic racism, systemic poverty, environmental devastation, militarism and the war economy and a distorted moral narrative of Christian nationalism, into one “moral fusion” campaign. 

This year’s public readings of “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence” are part of a Poor People’s Campaign mobilization building towards the June 18, 2022, Mass Poor People’s & Low-Wage Workers’ Assembly and Moral March on Washington and to the Polls. This will be a generationally transformative gathering of poor and low wealth people, state leaders, faith communities, moral allies, unions and partnering organizations. 
Before that, a national Mobilization Tour will make at least ten stops nationwide to do MORE — Mobilize, Organize, Register and Educate people for a movement that votes.
We will now read the complete text of Dr. King’s speech, “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence,” which he delivered on April 4, 1967, at a meeting of Clergy and Laity Concerned, at Riverside Church in New York City, exactly one year before his assassination. Readers are requested not to change any of Dr. King’s words.
We believe that Dr. King’s words were both precautionary and prophetic, providing both a diagnosis and a cure – “a true revolution of values” – for our society’s gravest illnesses, “the giant triplets of racism, extreme materialism, and militarism.” 
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