HONORING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

“BEYOND VIETNAM” SPEECH - INTRODUCTION TO READING 
(January 16, 2012)

[Gong; moment of silence]

We are gathered here today to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the 83nd anniversary of his birth; to call for an end to U.S. militarism around the world and economic injustice at home; and to call on our country to turn towards humanity, law and decency. We honor the full legacy of Dr. King’s work opposing militarism, racism and poverty - the true “axis of evil” in the struggle for peace and justice.

We will now read the complete text of Dr. King’s speech, Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence, which he delivered on April 4, 1967 at a meeting of Clergy and Laity Concerned, at Riverside Church in New York City, exactly one year before his tragic assassination.

We believe that Dr. King’s words were both precautionary and prophetic, providing both a diagnosis and a cure – “a true revolution of values” – for our society’s gravest illnesses, “the giant triplets of racism, extreme materialism, and militarism.” 

[If known] Our readers will include....

