
Five years after the invasion of Iraq, the sense of urgency
that spurred the huge outpouring of antiwar sentiment in
2003 has not diminished. If anything, our movement is
more determined than ever before: we must, and so we
will, apply all of our creative energies and organizing
skills to meet the challenges and take advantage of the
opportunities in this pivotal year and beyond.

Our demand remains clear: we call for the immediate end
to the war and occupation in Iraq and for all the troops and
contractors to be brought home now!

Even with 70% of the people of this country holding firm
in their opposition to the war, Washington has yet to take
steps to bring the troops home. With the election season in
full gear, most likely we will not see the end of this war in
2008. But that does not mean our work lets up!

In 2008 United for Peace and Justice, working with others,
will up the ante and build so much pressure that the next
Congress and president will be compelled to finally end
the war and occupation in Iraq. We are developing new
ways to express our outrage about the unabated death and
destruction in Iraq and here at home. We will be vigilant in
preventing a new war on Iran, and deliberate in building a
peace and justice movement strong enough to change the
course of this country.

UFPJ’s 3-part priority campaign for 2008 will lay the
foundation for the work beyond:

I - UFPJ will focus our efforts to end the war and
occupation in Iraq on two of the major pillars that support
it, by working to:
• end funding for the war;
• weaken the military’s occupation of Iraq by

supporting truth in recruiting projects, resisters within
the military, veterans and military families.

II - UFPJ will focus our work on preventing any attacks,
including the use of sanctions, on Iran.

III - UFPJ will work to strengthen the coalition by inviting
new groups to join and working with our member groups
to help expand their organizing capacity. We will continue
to build alliances with other antiwar forces as well as other
progressive movements for peace and justice.

An important aspect of our 2008 campaign is the
development of new ways for people to participate -- those
who’ve been involved for years and those brand-new to
activism. Our varied tactics include activities specifically
related to the election-year cycle. UFPJ will work to make
sure that ending the occupation in Iraq remains a defining
issue in the popular discourse and an issue that no one
running for any elected office can ignore.

There are other issues and struggles that will also need our
attention this year, and we are committed to building a
sustainable movement for peace and justice that will grow
into the future.

UFPJÕS 2008 CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES

I - ENDING THE WAR IN IRAQ

a) Pressure on Congress to Stop Funding the War
President Bush has asked Congress for an additional $190
Billion to fund the war and occupation in Iraq. Most likely,
this issue will be addressed sometime in the spring.
Leading up to and during the debate and votes in Congress,
the Legislative Action Working Group of UFPJ will work
to ensure those elected to represent us know that the
nationwide opposition to the war remains strong and we do
not want any more of our tax dollars used for death and
destruction in Iraq.

A key part of this work is strengthening our ties locally
and nationally with organizations that focus on domestic
spending issues. The allocation of resources and our
nation’s priorities are manifest in the federal budget and so
that becomes the focal point for building and strengthening
these alliances. The deepening economic crisis is tied to
the humongous spending on war in Iraq – the alliances
with movements working on social programs are vital to
the success of all our struggles.

b) Support for Truth In Recruiting Projects, Military
Resisters, Veterans and Military Families
The war can’t be fought and the occupation cannot be
maintained – and new wars cannot be initiated - without
troops. Military recruiting is significantly down and
morale in the armed forces is low. The "stop loss" orders
extending reservists' tours in war zones, and calling
reservists to active duty after they had returned to civilian
life, have pushed the limits of the military machine.

UFPJ will work to further weaken the capacity of the
military by:
• Supporting those in the military who refuse

deployment or orders in compliance with
international law.

• Helping to build truth in recruitment projects, with
the goal of reducing the military’s ability to recruit
young people, who are disproportionately low
income and of color.

• Working with returning veterans to make sure their
stories about the horrors of the war and occupation
are heard.

• Supporting the struggles of military families as
they support resisters as well as the efforts to make
sure veterans are taken care of when they get
home.
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Much of this work is well underway in communities
around the country. UFPJ will help expand these efforts by
encouraging more local groups to take up this work, and
we will seek to bring a more unified approach to the
various pieces of this work. Iraq Veterans Against the War,
Veterans for Peace, Military Families Speak Out and other
groups doing this work are in the leadership of UFPJ. They
play a leading role in helping the coalition define our role
and contribution.

In support of these two priorities, the following projects
are being implemented.

a) 5th Anniversary of the War in Iraq
United for Peace and Justice is calling for and supporting
activities on and around the 5th anniversary that will
manifest the intensifying opposition to the war and help
strengthen our movement.

• March 13-16, Winter Soldier UFPJ is providing
major support to Iraq Veterans Against the War
and its Winter Soldier hearings in Washington,
DC, on March 13-16. We are helping local groups
plan events that directly link to and amplify the
Winter Soldier hearings, where those who have
served in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as Iraqis
and Afghans, will tell the nation the real story of
this war.

• March 19, Mass Nonviolent Direct Action in
Washington, DC UFPJ has initiated the
organizing for what will be the largest day of
nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience yet
against the war in Iraq. We encourage people to
be in Washington, DC, on March 19th to be part
of the civil disobedience, or to assist in support
work. We hope to have all 50 states represented in
this massive action.

• March 19, Local Actions Throughout the
Country  We encourage those who are not able to
make it to Washington on March 19 to organize
local actions. These actions will vary in location
or character, but they will all be tied to the protest
in Washington and all sending a message to the
policy makers: It is time to end this war and
occupation!

b) Voter Engagement
The work of the newly established UFPJ Voter
Engagement Working Group will run right up to election
day on Nov. 4th, and will be guided by these goals:
• Relating to the election cycle in ways that help

keep the issue of Iraq on the front page and part of
the public debate.

• Using the election cycle to organize and expand
our pressure on Washington.

• Strengthening the antiwar movement by seeing
2008 as 12-month organizing drive, and ending
2008 stronger and strong enough to impact a new
administration and a new Congress.

Based on our political analysis and an assessment of what
UFPJ can offer this year, our action plan includes:

• Producing Scorecards and/or Voter Guides for many
of the competitive Congressional races. Our goal is to
have these ready by March 19 for use during the 5th

anniversary activities. The content for these materials
will be drawn from work already done by several
coalition member groups as well as other
organizations we want to work more closely with.

• Building a coordinated grassroots organizing drive, to
be organized via a national training in the spring.
Recruitment for participation in the training will center
on member groups in the competitive congressional
districts (and states, for Senate races). We will
organize people to do comprehensive local campaigns
(e.g. bird-dogging, distributing scorecards or voter
guides in mass numbers, phone banking for
volunteers, possible “signature ads”, pressure on
media, candidate and convention delegate briefings
and more). Participants will be trained as trainers, so
as to disseminate the campaign’s methodology widely.

• Many of UFPJ’s member groups are in congressional
districts and/or states without competitive races, so we
will simultaneously create a model strategy applicable
to all races, emphasizing aggressive bird-dogging,
briefings, alliance building with domestic justice issue
movements/organizations in order to make the war
highly visible and as the basis for a stronger grassroots
movement post elections.

• Developing a two-pronged strategy for the party
nominating conventions, recognizing that our
movement needs to be visible at both. For the
Democratic Convention at the end of August in
Denver, we are exploring an inside/outside strategy to
the extent possible:  if there are groups working on a
platform plank unequivocally against the war, we
might be able to support that without giving up plans
to also be outside on the streets. We will also
encourage antiwar briefings for delegates. We are
collaborating with local activists in the Twin Cities
organizing an effective protest plan at the Republican
Convention a few days later, keeping in mind that the
Veterans for Peace national convention is the weekend
before the RNC in the same city.

Our trainings and the materials we produce will be tailored
to meet the realities of what groups with different tax
status can, or cannot, do.

c) Additional Efforts to End the War in Iraq
(1) We will build on the tremendous work already done by
Cities for Progress (a member group of UFPJ) on
promoting and helping to pass antiwar resolutions in more
than 300 city governing bodies. There have also been local
referenda in several states, always producing positive
results. Our new working group is exploring how to
expand all of this work, thus opening up new ways for
more people to publicly state their opposition to the war.



(2) We are creating a project focused on the economic
costs of the war. Research has already been done that
explains how cities and states around the country are
negatively impacted by the money that continues to be
poured into death and destruction in Iraq. The heart of this
effort will be helping local antiwar groups build
connections with organizations addressing social and
economic justice issues in their communities. By helping
everyone see the real connections we will end up
strengthening the overall movement for peace and justice.

II - IRAN: STOP THREATENING,
START TALKING

The more than 200 people on the UFPJ Iran Working
Group’s listserv are one indication of the depth of concern
throughout the coalition about a possible U.S. military
assault on Iran. Our work kicks off with support for a
month long national speaking tour of Stephen Kinzer
(author of All the Shah’s Men and former NY Times
reporter) being organized by Just Foreign Policy, a
member group of UFPJ.

While monitoring the situation and preparing to move
quickly should rhetoric escalate into military action, we
will:
• produce educational materials and organizing

resources for local groups to aid their efforts
• encourage meetings with local editorial boards
• explore the possibility of a nationally coordinated

local ad campaign
• pursue City Council resolutions against war with Iran
• use the hearings about the Dept. of Energies

Bombplex 2030 to highlight U.S. nuclear hypocrisy

As needed, we will distribute updates on new
developments in U.S. policy, any Congressional action
related to Iran, and other news.

III - STRENGTHENING THE COALITION,
EXPANDING THE MOVEMENT

a) Local Trainings/Organizing Drive
Mobilizing is different from organizing. Too often we rely
on mobilizing techniques and not enough attention is paid
to the organizing that needs to take place. We have
provided an infrastructure for national mobilizations; we
now need to find new ways to provide a national
infrastructure for organizing within the reality of limited
resources and capacity. The big questions confronting the
antiwar movement will largely be answered at the local
level. One of the main challenges we face is regaining the
initiative while taking people from where they are to the
next level of activism. Local meetings are being organized
to discuss UFPJ’s 2008 plans and provide training on
outreach, coalition building and grassroots organizing.

The goals of UFPJ’s organizing efforts are to:
• Expand the base of the antiwar movement by

making new headway with communities of color
as well as veterans and military families.

• Strengthen local organizing efforts of UFPJ
member groups; help foster local leadership.

• Maximize the antiwar/anti-occupation message
during the 2008 election cycle.

• Increase the level of cooperation between our
member organizations and other organizations,
particularly in communities where we don’t
already have a base and especially in
communities of color.

• Increase investment of local member groups in
UFPJ’s national initiatives.

We will provide guidance on grass roots organizing and
strengthening the relationships with communities of color
in the course of the national initiatives we will take or
support.

b) UFPJ National Assembly: Planning For the Future
In February 2009 the 4th National Assembly of United for
Peace and Justice will take place. Our assembly will be the
first opportunity after the new president and Congress take
office next January for our movement to gather. This will
be a critical time to bring together representatives of the
coalition’s member groups from around the country.
Hundreds of local groups and national organizations will
develop an analysis of the political landscape as the year
unfolds, and will put together a common program of peace
and justice activism for the 12-18 months ahead.

c) Educational and Organizing Resources
UFPJ will develop resources to assist member groups in
their local educational and organizing work. These
resources will include model billboard graphics, posters,
stickers, downloadable factsheets, action alerts, guides for
putting together and carrying out an organizing drive, and
tips for media work. UFPJ member groups will be
encouraged to partner with faith-based communities,
people of color-led organizations, youth/student groups,
groups working on social and economic justice issues, and
immigrant groups to deepen our alliances and broaden the
movement.

OTHER UFPJ WORK

Throughout 2008, UFPJ will take up other work as well.
Some of this is a continuation or expansion of efforts
already in place, while some of it is new for UFPJ. While
being important issues themselves, these areas of work are
all tied, in one way or another, to the main UFPJ priorities
this year. Limited resources will mean these areas of work
do not get the same organizational or staff support as the
priorities do.



a) War tax resistance
Over $500 billion has already been spent on this war, with
no end in sight. While we keep the pressure on Congress to
stop funding the war, we also need to nonviolently take
matters into our own hands and encourage taxpayers to
directly refuse to pay for the war. UFPJ supports the
efforts of the National War Tax Resistance Coordinating
Committee and CodePink (both member groups of the
coalition) as they encourage people to stop paying taxes
for war.

b) Nuclear Disarmament and Redefining Security
The National Nuclear Security Administration of the
Department of Energy has released a draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for “Complex Transformation,”
with explicit plans to design and produce new nuclear
weapons. A comment period with public meetings in
approximately 18 locations over a five-week period will
take place. The UFPJ Nuclear Disarmament and
Redefining Security Working Group and the UFPJ No War
on Iran Working Group will use this as an opportunity to
highlight U.S. nuclear hypocrisy and call for the global
elimination of nuclear weapons starting here.

Building on the success of the past 2 years’ nationally
coordinated Hiroshima-Nagasaki actions, we are calling
for a Nuclear Awareness month in August. We will
organize educational events and protest actions focusing
on all aspects of the nuclear problem, including U.S.
nuclear hypocrisy, the attempted resurgence of nuclear
power, environmental dangers of nuclear technology and
the impact on indigenous peoples, corporate profiteers, etc.

c) Afghanistan
The 6-year war in Afghanistan shows no signs of ending,
especially not with recent increases in U.S. troops fighting
there. But there is little information about Afghanistan and
some in the movement to end the war in Iraq have not
expressed opposition to this war. With the aim of opening
a larger discussion, UFPJ’s new Afghanistan Working
Group is developing educational materials for local
organizers.

d) Campaign to Boycott/Divest Campaign from
Motorola
Motorola has a $93 million contract to provide radar
systems to illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank and
a $90 million contract with the Israeli army to provide
advanced communications systems to facilitate its military
occupation. In 2003, Motorola won a contract with the
U.S. Army to provide “electronic and communications
facilities” in Iraq. UFPJ will work with the US Campaign
to End the Israeli Occupation (a member group of UFPJ)
to initiate a nationally coordinated consumer boycott of
Motorola. This campaign will provide people a way to take
tangible action against the war in Iraq while providing a
platform for understanding the connections between the
occupations in Palestine and Iraq. We hope to add to the
national revulsion against corporate war profiteering and
highlight the human rights abuses that these corporations
facilitate and profit from.

This work will strengthen our ongoing efforts to end the
U.S. support of the Israeli Occupation of the Palestinian
Territories. We will respond to events in the region as
necessary throughout the year.

e) Immigrant Rights
UFPJ will continue to support the struggle to defend the
rights of immigrants. We will work on the national level in
alliance with immigrant rights organizations and
coalitions, and most importantly, we will encourage the
member groups of UFPJ to develop and strengthen
alliances at the local level.

f) No Foreign Bases
United for Peace and Justice has joined the International
No Foreign Bases Network and is helping to build a
nationwide educational and action campaign on this issue.
With over 700 U.S. military bases and installations in
every corner of the world, these “outposts of empire” are
central to foreign and military strategies of the U.S. In
many countries there are active movements calling for the
closing of these bases and support from within the U.S. is
essential to their success. One important issue is the
announcement of a new U.S. military command for Africa
known as AFRICOM. UFPJ will help distribute
educational materials and work with groups taking the lead
in the work to counter AFRICOM.

You can be part of the important work of United for Peace and Justice.
To find a UFPJ member group near you, for more information on all of our efforts,

and to locate organizing resources please visit our website:
www.unitedforpeace.org

UFPJ relies on the financial support of people around the nation.
Please take a moment to make the most generous donation you can.

United for Peace and Justice
Times Square Station – PO Box 607

New York, NY 10108
212-868-5545


